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All praise be to Allah (swt) the Lord of the worlds, The Most Gracious, The
Most Merciful, and His peace and blessings be upon Prophet Muhammad, his
family, his companions, and who ever follow him till the Day of Judgment.
Muslims always had an eye on Japan, and sometimes interesting news appears
in Muslim newspapers such as the Emperor of Japan wanted to convert to Islam
or had already embraced Islam long ago. The fact of the matter was that they
were all rumors.
History of Islam in Japan:
Japan's Meiji period started in 1868, during this period many changes were
made in the government. At that time only two countries in Asia were
independent, one was Japan and the other was Turkey. Both were friends with
each other. It is said that the Meiji Emperor of Japan wrote to the Uthmani
Khalifa Sultan Abdul Hamid (rh) that he wished to know about Islam, what
Muslims are and what their faith is. In response to that Khlifa Sultan Abdul
Hamid (rh) sent a delegation from Istanbul to Japan on July 14, 1889 by ship
named “Altugral” which reached Yokohama on June 7, 1890. The delegation
was led by Vice Admiral Osman Pasha, and the group consisted of 655 people.
After visiting Japan for three months, on September 15, 1890, the delegation
sailed back to Turkey; unfortunately, the ship sank into the ocean during a
storm. Only 69 passengers survived. To meet and to console the bereaved
families, the famous journalist Mr. Shotaro Noda visited Istanbul in 1891. He
converted to Islam and called himself, Mr. Abdul Halim Noda. He was the first
Japanese who embraced Islam in 1891 in the presence of Sultan Abdul Hamid.
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1st Japanese Muslim Mr. Abdul Haleem Noda, who visited Istanbul in 1891
Then in 1893 Mr. Torajiro Yamada, a businessman, went to Turkey and became
a Muslim in 1893 and called himself Mr. Abdul Khalil Yamada.

2nd Japanese Muslim Mr. Abdul Khalil Yamada, who visited Istanbul in 1893
According to reports, famous Japanese businessman, Ahmad Ariga was the
third Japanese who embraced Islam in the Jamie Masjid Bombay in 1900.
Japan - Russia war took place from 1904 to 1905, in which Japan won the war
against Russia. Muslims were very happy with a victory of Japan. The Egyptian
army also took part in the battle. The Egyptian poets wrote couplets in praise of
Japanese victory. Turkey also sent its generals to fight the war in support of
Japan.

2

Religious Conference:
In 1906 a religious conference was organized in Japan, in which delegations
from Muslim countries such as India, Turkey, Egypt, Indonesia etc.
participated.
Following scholars came to Japan to participate in that conference:

Qari Sarfaraz Hussain
• Mr. Qari Sarfraz Husain from Delhi (India). He stayed in Japan from 1905
to 1906 and spoke on life of Prophet Muhammad (saws) and Islam at various
cities of Japan.

Ali Ahmed Jarjavi
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• Sheikh Ali Ahmed Al Jarjavi (Egypt). He came to Japan in 1907 and did
preaching of Islam. He also wrote a travel book on Japan “Alrehlah
Alyabaniyah” and stated that about 12 thousand Japanese were converted to
Islam during his stay in Japan. (This figure is not authenticated by any other
record).
• Mr. Ahmed Fazli (Egypt), who was a military man, came to Japan in 1908.
He married a Japanese Muslimah. He did preach Islam in Japan along with
Mr. Abdul Rashid Ibrahim and Professor Molvi Barkatullah Bhopali (India),
who was freedom fighter against the British.

Abdur Rasheed Ibrahim
• Mr. Abdul Rashid Ibrahim (Siberia) came to Japan in 1909. He was devoted
to the preaching Islam. He was a literary figure, and a historian. He wrote a
book “Alame Islam”. The part related to Japan was translated into Japanese
under the title “Japania”. When he came to Japan for the second time, he was
appointed as the Imam of Tokyo Masjid. He died in 1944, and is buried at
Tama Graveyard.
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Professor Barkatullah Bhopali
• Professor Molvi Barkatullah Bhopali (India) came to Japan in 1909. He was
the first Persian and Urdu professor in Tokyo University. He published
several newspapers, out of which “Islamic Fraternity” became very famous.
Many Japanese embraced Islam at his hands. One of them, Hasan Hatano
was a well-known person.
Performance of Hajj by Japanese Muslims:

Omar Yamaoka, 1st Japanese Muslim who performed Hajj
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Salih Suzuki, 2nd Japanese Hajj performer
Wrote Book on Hajj in Japanese
Mr. Al Haaj Omer Misotaro Yamaoka was the first Japanese Muslim who
performed Hajj (pilgrimage to Makkah) in 1909. The second Japanese Muslim
who performed Hajj in 1924 was Mr. Muhammad Noor Ippei Tanaka. The third
Japanese Muslim who went to Hajj in 1936 was Mr. Muhammad Saleh Takeshi
Suzuki. He also met the king of Saudi Arabia King Abdul Aziz (rh).
Masjid in Kobe and Tokyo:

Kobe Masjid

6

Firozuddin

Abdul Aziz
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Old Tokyo Masjid

Marhoom Qurban Ali, Imam Tokyo Masjid
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Present Tokyo Masjid
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Present Tokyo Masjid
It is said that the first Masjid was established in Osaka, which was in the camp
of prisoners of World War I. But it is not in existence anymore.
At the end of the nineteenth century, many Indian businessmen came to Japan.
Their number was quite large after the World War I. They did considerable
preaching of Islam in Japan. The Kobe Masjid was built by them in 1935, which
still exists and has been playing a key role in the Islamic movement in Japan. It
survived the great Kanto earthquake of 1923.
In 1917 Russia forcibly occupied many central Asian Muslim countries,
tortured the Muslims and drove them away from their homelands, they fled and
became refugee in various countries. Japan accepted about 600 immigrants, and
they came to Japan in 1920. They settled in Tokyo, Nagoya and Kobe. These
immigrants were from countries such as Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan and Tataristan.
These migrants were devout Muslims and carried out preaching Islam
extensively. Tokyo Masjid was built by them in 1938, and became the center of
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Islamic activities. In 1983, the Tokyo Masjid was closed and demolished in
1986 to be rebuilt at the same place. It was completed in 2000.
According to Japanese Muslim, Alhajj Abu Bakr Morimoto “Islam in Japan”:
It is also a fact that there was a temporary Masjid in Nagoya, but it was
abandoned for inexplicable reasons.
Islamic Activities in Japan after World War II:
When Japanese troops went to Muslim countries during the war, many of them
were impressed by the beauty of the Islamic faith and were converted to Islam.
They established Muslim organization in Japan
Japan Muslim Association:
The first Japanese Muslim organization “Japan Muslim Association” was
formed in 1953. In 1968 it was registered as the religious legal body in Enzan,
Yamanashi. It has been devoted to Islamic movement ever since.
Tableeghi Jamaat:
From 1956 to 1960 four Tableeghi Jamaat from Pakistan visited Japan Since
then, Tableeghi Jamaats regularly visit Japan and are engaged in Islamic
activities.
Japan Muslim students Association:
As Muslim students have been active in Islamic movement in other countries,
Japan has not been an exception. In 1960, Japan Muslim Students Association
was formed and still are working actively. Dr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi was the
first General Secretory of this organization.
Islamic Center Japan:
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Islamic Center-Japan

Professor Abdul Karim Saito a Japanese Muslim
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Peace Prayers with other Religions

Hussain Antonio Inoki
with Prof. Dr. Salih Al- Samarai, Sheikh Nematullah
The students who had completed their education in Japan established the
Islamic Center-Japan in 1974, which played important role in the Islamic
movement in Japan. It was registered as a legal body in 1980 in Tokyo.
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Turkish Organization:
Founded in 1935 it comprises of Muslims who were uprooted by Russian
imperialists from Central Asia. A number of them migrated to Turkey and
America. Mr. Al-Hajj Temimdar Muhit (rh) has been the chairman of the
organization some time.
Kobe Masjid Organization:
It was established in 1937 when the Indian Muslim built Kobe Masjid; the
organization manages the Kobe Masjid and Muslim graveyard. The
organization is approved by Japanese government.
Apart from the above institutions, following organizations are also worthy of
special mention:
• In 1955 Tokushima Islamic Cultural Association Japan was formed.
• In 1955 Tokushima Islam Education Center came into being.
• In 1960 Saudi Japan Friendship Organization was established.
• In 1961 Tokyo Masjid Organization was formed.
• In 1974 Islamic Congress Japan was established.
• In 1976 Nippon Isuramu Dantai Kyogikai was formed, which aimed at
unifying the Muslim organizations in Japan. Prof. Abdul Karim Saito was
the first coordinator.
• In 1977 Japan Masjid Organization came into being in Osaka. Under its
supervision Osaka Masjid was inaugurated but the project was abandoned
after the death of its founder Alhajj Mustufa Kumura.
• In 1982 Islamic Center building was inaugurated, which is located in Ohara,
Setagaya -Ku, Tokyo.

Arabic Islamic Institute in Tokyo
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In 1982 Arabic Islamic Institute in Tokyo, a branch of Imam Muhammad Bin
Saud Islamic University, was founded in Yoyogi, Shinjuku, Tokyo. It has been
working both as teaching Arabic language and has Masjid.
Fiqah conference:
Islamic Center-Japan in cooperation with Chuo University and World Muslim
League Makkah Al-Mukarramah held a Fiqah conference from July 4 - 7, 1977.
Major participants of the conference were the brother of Showa Emperor, vicechancellor of Chuo University, Japanese High Court Judges, Secretary General
of World Muslim League Makkah Al-Mukarramah and famous Islamic
scholars. The conference was a great success.
Masjids and Centers:
In the past twenty years, Islam progressed tremendously in Japan. Not only the
number of Muslims increased but also the Islamic activities got multiplied. Now
there are over 120 Masjids and Musallahs all over Japan.
After the Tokyo Masjid was closed in 1983, Muslims for their Jumah prayers
had to go to the Arabic Islamic Institute in Tokyo, Eid prayers were performed
at hotels, parks and/or rented halls since there was no permanent place to pray.
Muslims were quite upset about it but could not help because of high land prices
and high construction cost to build a Masjid.
After overcoming many issues and hardships, Muslims bought Ichinowari
Masjid in 1992 in Saitama prefecture.
After that more masjids and Musallas were established. Some of them are as
follows:
• Hira Masjid in Chiba Prefecture.
• Nagoya Masjid on June 17, 1998.
• Masjid Darul Arqam at Asakusa Taito-Ku in 1998.
• Masjid Otsuka near Otsuka station Tokyo in Dec. 1999.
• Ebina Masjid in Kanagawa prefecture.
• Masjid At-Tawheed in Hachioji.
• Isesaki Masjid.
• Makki Masjid in Ohanajaya.
• Shin Anjo Masjid in Aichi ken.
• Hyuga Masjid in Chiba.
• Kashiwa Masjid in Chiba.
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Quba Masjid in Gunma ken.
Sakai Machi Masjid in Gunma ken.
Tsukuba Masjid.
Masjid Falah in Yokohama.
Sendai Masjid.
Niigata Masjid.
Farooqe Azam Masjid at Kawagoe.
Madina Masjid at Toda.
Baitul Aman Masjid in Saitama.
Yashio Masjid in Saitama.
Masjid in Toyama.
Islamic Cultural Center’s new building was built next to Kobe Masjid, where
classes for Islamic teaching and Arabic are held also.
• The new building of the Arabic Islamic Institute in Tokyo was built in
Azabu, Minato-Ku, Tokyo. It is working both as teaching Arabic language
and a Masjid, the prayers, Jumah and Eid prayers are being regularly offered
there.
• Tokyo Masjid was rebuilt in 2000 and has become a tourist spot of Tokyo
due to its beautiful Islamic architecture. Five times prayers, Jumah and Eid
prayers are being regularly offered there.
• Japan Muslim Association bought a new place in Yoyogi, Tokyo, and now
they have a bldg. in Gotanda, Shinagawa-Ku, Tokyo.
Translation of the holy Qur'an into Japanese:
In the beginning, a non-Muslim had translated the holy Qur'an into Japanese. It
was not accepted by many Japanese Muslims. Then in 1972, a Japanese Muslim,
Al-Hajj Omar Mita, translated the holy Qur'an into Japanese, which is now
accepted by the Japanese Muslims. This Japanese Holy Qur’an is regularly
printed and distributed free under the auspices of Japan Muslim Association.
The translation of Hadith books:
Islamic Center-Japan has published the Japanese translation of forty Hadiths. In
addition to it, another forty-five Islamic books were translated into Japanese and
are being regularly published for free distribution to all Masjids, Musallas,
Organizations and individuals in and outside Japan. The Sahih Al-Bukhari,
Sahih Muslim and some other books were also translated into Japanese.
The Pilgrimage to Makkah Al-Mukarramah:
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The late Mr. Omer Yamaoka was the first Japanese who performed Hajj in year
1909. After that many Japanese Muslims went for Hajj and Islamic Center has
provided information to them. Now every year groups of Hajj are going from
Japan.
For the last couple of years, groups of Japanese Muslims have been going for
Hajj by invitations of King Fahad (rh) and Prince Abdul Aziz, under the
supervision of the Arabic Islamic Institute in Tokyo and Islamic Center-Japan
respectively. Apart from this, many Muslim students and Muslim individuals
go to Hajj by themselves.
Symposium on Islam:
In May of 2000 Islamic Center-Japan organized an international symposium,
which was attended by many famous scholars from various countries including
Saudi Arabia. The Saudi minister for religious affairs and Japanese vice-foreign
minister also attended the symposium.
A couple of years ago, the Japanese foreign minister Mr. Yohei Kono visited
Saud Arabia and was convinced that Japan needs to get more information about
Islam. Then, the Japanese Foreign Ministry started making arrangement for
discussions and symposiums about Islam under the supervision of Japanese
Foreign Ministry. These high-level seminars regularly take place in Japan and
Muslim countries. Apart from this, Arabic classes are now also held in the
Japanese Foreign Ministry.
Halal Food:
Food that is permissible for Muslims to consume is called Halal Food. Twenty
years ago, it was difficult to find halal food in Japan, and Muslims suffered great
hardship. Today, the situation has drastically changed; Halal food stores are
open all over Japan. They sell Halal meat, which is processed locally in Japan,
and/or imported from Australia, New Zealand and Brazil. Spices and other
foods are imported from Pakistan, India and Arab countries. However, most of
Japanese food still contains lard, or Haram oil etc.
Grave-yard:
The graveyard for Muslims is located in Enzan-city, Yamanashi Ken. The place
was bought forty years ago with the help of Saudi Arabia. It was registered in
the name of the Japan Muslim Association. As the old place did not have any
more burial place available, the Japan Muslim Association has further extended
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the graveyard in the same area. It is still relatively small place, and the Muslims
are still trying to find another place so that Muslims can be buried according to
Shariah of Islam.
In view of these points, it can be ascertained that Islam is making a steady
progress in Japan. Now the question arises about the number of Muslims in
Japan.
Muslim population in Japan:
Unfortunately, we do not know the exact number of Muslims in Japan. Various
estimated figures are being quoted. However, according to a conservative
estimate, there are about one hundred thousand Japanese Muslims and about
three hundred thousand foreign Muslims in Japan. Roughly there are 150,000
Muslims in Japan.
We pray to Allah (swt) that He guides us to follow the teaching of the holy
Qur'an and Sunnah of Prophet Muhammad (saws) in our daily life, and give us
success in this world and the Hereafter.
Note:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Al-Hamdo li Allah Muslim papulation increasing every day.
Now more than 120 Masjids and Musalla in Japan.
Musalla in International Narita, Osaka, Nagoya with Wudhu places etc.
Auctions of used cars have Musalla with Wudhu palaces.
Halal food we can find very easy.
Muslim Qabrastan available.

Address:
Nadwa Islamic Education Center-Japan
4-16-12 TAKAIDO HIGASHI
SUGINAMI-KU, TOKYO 168-0072, JAPAN
Tel: 03-5346-1228 Fax: 03-5346-1229
Mobile: 090-3209-4479
E-mail: nadwaecj@gmail.com
Home page: www.nec-japan.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/nadwaJapan
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