ِأ م
َْهيَّةُ ال ِمعل ِمم
The knowledge
All praise be to Allah (swt) the Lord of the worlds, The Most Gracious, The Most
Merciful, and His peace and blessings be upon Prophet Muhammad, his family, his
companions, and who ever follow him till the Day of Judgment.
Allah (swt) said in the Holy Qur'an:

َِ﴾ِاخَررق ِ َْر ْر٣﴿ِ ِاْْ ْمر ْرأ
ْ رذ
ْ ْ ﴾ِ ْ ْر١﴿ِ ْ رذِاخَررق ِ ْ ْر
ْ َ﴾ِاِقْ ر ْرأْ ِْرِّْ ر٢﴿ِ َاررم ِِْ ر ْرَِ ْْر
ْ "اِقْ ر ْرأِْس ْمررَ َِِّْرا
ْ ِِا
.)٥-١ِ:ِاْْْل َْيت،٩٦ِ: ْ﴾"ِ(موِّْةِاخْ ْع٥﴿َِْ َْام ِِْ ْ مِ َْلِْيْر ْع
ْ َْ َْ ِ﴾٤﴿َِْسخْ ْق
ْ ِِا
“Read with the name of your Lord who created (everything), (1) He created man
from a clot of blood. (2) Read, and your Lord is the most gracious, (3) Who
imparted knowledge by means of the pen. (4) He taught man what he did not know
(5).” (Surah Al-Alaq: 96, Verses: 1-5).

The first word revealed in the Holy Qur'an is the word “Read” or “Proclaim”. This
shows to what extend the Islamic faith has always been concerned with knowledge.
The verses of the Holy Qur'an and the Hadith of Prophet Muhammad (saws)
express the attitude of Islam toward the pursuit of knowledge and education are
numerous .
Allah (swt) said in the Holy Qur'an:

ِ.)١١٤ِ:ِاْْْليْة،٢٠ِْ﴾"ِ(موِّْةِطْه١١٤﴿ِبِزْدِنِ ْ ًمم
 ْرقلِ َِّ ا..."

“…And say, “My Lord, improve me in knowledge (114).” (Surah Ta-Ha: 20,
Verse: 114).
Allah (swt) said in the Holy Qur'an:

َ
َ
ِ:﴾"ِ(مروِّْةِاخَمْ ررأ٩﴿ِروِاْْخْْررمب
ْ يَ ِْوِيْر ْعْمررو ِِِِِْۗإََّنرْرمِيْراْر ْق َمأِ رخر
ْ قر ْرل..."
ْ يَِيْر ْعْمررو ِْ ِْراخررق
ْ ِلر ْرلِيْ ْارراْو ِاخررق
ِ.)٩ِ:ِاْْْليْة،٣٩
“…Say, “Can those who know and those who do not know become equal?” It is
only the people of understanding who are receptive of the advice (9).” (Surah AzZumar: 39, Verse: 9).
Allah (swt) said in the Holy Qur'an:

َ
َ
ِ﴾"ِ(م روِّْة١١﴿ِ ِد ِّْ ْ ررمتِِۗ ِْرا َ ِِبرْرمِدْر ْع ْم ررو ِِْ ْ ر
ْ َيَِ رد رواِاخْع ْر ْر
ْ يَِا ْ ِ رواِ ررِي َْ ِْراخررق
ْ يْر ْأفْرراِا َ ِاخررق..."
ِ.)١١ِ:ِاْْْليْة،٥٨ِ:اخْم ْج ْمدخْة
1

“…Allah will raise those, in ranks, who have believed and are given knowledge.
Allah is well-aware of what you do (11).” (Surah Al-Mujadilah: 58, Verse: 11).
Allah (swt) said in the Holy Qur'an:

.)٢٨ِ:ِاْْْليْة،٣٥ِ:﴾"ِ(موِّْةِفْمطأ٢٨﴿ِِّمَِيْ ْشىِا َِْ َِْ ْمدهِاخْعْ ْممءِِِۗإ َِِا َِْ ْميمِ ْغفو
ْ ْإََّن..."

ِ

“…Only those of His slaves fear Allah who are knowledgeable. Surely Allah is
Mighty, Forgiving (28).” (Surah Fatir: 35, Verse: 28).

The Hadiths of Prophet Muhammad (saws) has also repeatedly stressed the
importance of knowledge .
Prophet Muhammad (saws) said:

ِيضةِ ْْىِم ارل
ْ ِ"طْْبِاخْع َِْفْأ:َْ َصَىِهللاِِ ْْْيه ِْر ْم
ْ ِِِقْ ْمل ِِّْمولِهللا:ْ ََِْْْسََِِْ ْ مخذ ِِّْض ْيِهللاِ ِْْهِقْ ْمل
ِ.)٢٢٩ِ:ِ(مرَِِْاَْرَِ ْ م ْ ر ِْة."ب
ِْ ِارْ ْروْلْأ ِْراخَ َْخ ْرَ ِْراخر َق ْل
ْ ِازِْْرمزيأ
ْ ِ ْرْراضراِاخْع ْرَِ ِْ ْرغِ ْغر ْ ِ ْْل رهِ ْمم ْقارغ،َِ ْا
ِِارْر ْروْلْأ
ِْ ِص رحِيح
ْ ازِْْررمزيأ
ْ ِ"رْراضرراِاخْع ْررَِ ِْر ْرغِ ْغ ر ْ ِ ْْل ررهِ ْمم ْقاررغ
ْ "طْْرربِاخْع ْررَِفْأ
ْ ِ"َ يضررةِ ْْررىِمر ارلِ ْا ر
ْ ِر،
ِ ِ1.ضعيفِ غًّا
ِْ ْراخَ َْخ َْ ِْراخ َق ْل
ْ ِ "ب
Narrated by Anas bin Malik (ra) that Allah's Messenger (saws) said: “Seeking
knowledge is a duty upon every Muslim, and he who imparts knowledge to those
who do not deserve it, is like one who puts a necklace of jewels, pearls and gold
around the neck of swines.” (Sunan Ibn Majah: 229). The part of the Hadith
“Seeking knowledge is a duty upon every Muslim” is Sahih, but other part is very
Dhaif. 1
Prophet Muhammad (saws) said:

ِ ِِ" ْ ر ْرَِيررأدِهللاَِررهِ ْ ْي ر ًرأاِيرِ ْف اق ْْرره:َْ َِص رَىِهللاِ ْْْيرره ِْر ْم ر
ْ ِقْر:رمل
ْ ْر ْرَِ ْعمريْرةْ ِِّْضر ْريِهللاِ ِْْررهِقْر
ْ رمل ِِّْمررولِهللا
َِِأْيِْْْ رأِهللا ِْرل ْر
ْ ِلرقه
ْ ِرْوِدْر ْرمال،
ْ ِ ْح َرى،َْ ْيَِ ْْرىِ ْ ْرَِ ْ رمخْْف
ْ َيِر َْْنِاخْ ْقممر
ْ ِرهللاِاخْم ْعط،
ْ َاخ اغي
ْ ِاْ َرةِِْرملأ
ِ ِ2
.)٣١١٦ِ:ِ(صحيحِاخْ ْخمِّ ا
ْ ِ."ِْ ِْملأر
Narrated by Mu'awiya (ra) that Allah's Messenger (saws) said: “If Allah wants to
do good for somebody, He makes him comprehend the Religion (i.e. Islam), and
Allah is the Giver and I am Al-Qasim (i.e. the distributor), and this (Muslim)

1
ِ"َِ يضةِ ْ ْىِم الِ ْا
ْ مل
ْ ِْق،٢٢٩ِ:ِِّقَِْا ْْلْغيث،
ضلِاخْعْ ْممء ِْرا ْْلْ ا
ْ ِْ ْسبِف-٣٩ِ،ِِاْخْم ْق َغ ْ ة:ِمَِِْاََِْ ْ م ْ ْة
ْ ِ"طْْبِاخْع َِْفْأ:َِاْْخْْمِن
ْ َْ ثِ ْ ْىِطْْبِاخْع
َِِْ ِِِْ"اِ ِطِِْواِاِخْع:ِمِزَِْي ِْدة
ِ َِِِْر،
ِْ ِص ِْلِ ِْلْمِِاِْخِْْرِاَة
ِْ ِِِْْ"ِو
ِْ ِاِ ِْمة
ِْ ِ"ر
ِْ ِِِِْرِزَِْي ِْدة،ضعيفِ غًّا
ِْ ِر" ْرْراضاِاخْع َِْ ِْ ْغِ ْغ ْ ِ ْْل هِ ْمم ْقاغِا ْزِْْمزيأِا ْرْْوْلْأ ِْراخَ َْخ َْ ِْراخ َق ْل،صحيح
ْ ِ "ب
ْ
ِ .ِخِّيِ"ِفِْرِْمطِِْة
ِِْرِخْ ِْوِسِ ا
2
ِ٣١١٦ِ:ِاْلْغيث
ْ َِِّْق،
ْ ماْمبِفْر ْأض-٥٧ِ: صحيحِاخْ ْخمِّ ا
ْ ِ ْسبِقْر ْولِهللاِدْر ْع-٧ِ،ِاز ْمس
ِْ
ْ "ِ"فْإ َِِ َ ُِخ ْاه:مَل

2

nation will remain victorious over their opponents, till Allah's Order comes and
they will still be victorious.” (Sahih Al-Bukhari: 3116). 2
Prophet Muhammad (saws) said:

ِذِطْأي ًقرم
ِْ ِْمر
ْ َِس ْعرُ ِِّْم
ْ ِفْإ اِن:ْ َِِْْبِاخغ َِّْْداء ِِّْض ْيِهللاِ ِْْهِقْ ْمل
ْ رولِهللا
ْ َِ" ْ ْر:ِصرَىِهللاِ ْْْيره ِْر ْمرَ َِْيْرقرول
ِ،َضرمِخطْمخربِاخْع ْر
ْ َذِهللاَِرهِطْأي ًقرمِ ْرَِطرأ
ْ ِْمر،رم
ْ ِْرإ َِِاخْ ْمَْل ْيرةِْخْا،
ً ِِّضراِْ ْ ِ ْحاْر ْْرم
ْ يْطْ بِفيهِ ْ ًم
ْ ِارَِْرة
ِض ْرلِاخْ ْعرمَلِ ْْرى
ْ ِر،
ْ َِْ ْْرإ َِِاخْ ْعمَلِْخْيْ ْااْر ْغفأِخْهِ ْ َِْ ِاخ َا ْم ْمرات ِْر
ْ ِْرإ َِِِف،
ْ اْلياْرمِِ ِ ْ ْرو ِاخْ ْمرمء
ْ ِاْ ِّْْض
ِِرإ َِِاَْْْ يْررمءِْ َْلِْير ْواُِّ روا،
ِْ رىِمررملأِاخْ ْي ْوامررب
ْ اخْ ْعمَررغِ ْم ْف
ْ ضررلِاخْ ْق ْمررأِخْْيرْ رةِْاخْْ ر ْغِِّ ْْر
ْ ِرإ َِِاخْعْ ْمررمءْ ِْرُِّْْررةِاَْْْ يْررمء،
ِاِح ررغيث
ْ ِ ْلر ر ْق.)٣٦٤٣ِ:ِ(م ررَِِِِْْبِِ ْدارِْد."ِفْ ْم ر ْرَِْ ْ ر ر ْقهِْ ْ ر ر ْقِ ْر ر ا ِْراف ررأ،َرمِرَُِّ ر رواِاخْع ْ ر ْر
ً ديِْ ر
ْ اِرْوِد ًِّْْ ر
ْ ِّرم
ِ3.صحيح
ْ
Narrated by Abud Darda (ra) that I heard Allah's Messenger (saws) says: If anyone
travels on a road in search of knowledge, Allah will cause him to travel on one of
the roads of Paradise. The angels will lower their wings in their great pleasure with
one who seeks knowledge, the inhabitants of the heavens and the earth and the fish
in the deep waters will ask forgiveness for the learned man. The superiority of the
learned man over the devout is like that of the moon, on the night when it is full,
over the rest of the stars. The learned are the heirs of the Prophets, and the
Prophets leave neither Dinar nor Dirham, leave only knowledge, and he who takes
it takes an abundant portion.” (Sunan Abi Dawud: 3643). This Hadith is Sahih. 3

Knowledge is central to the Islamic faith because it should be built on unshaken
certainty and convictions which could not be attained without knowledge. Faith in
Allah (swt) itself is an ever-revealing source of knowledge, and a spiritual insight
into countless fields of thought. Nature and the whole universe are open and everrevealing treasures of knowledge and truth, and the Holy Qur'an was the first book
to point to these rich sources of knowledge .
Devotion to true knowledge is regarded by Islam as a devotion to Allah (swt). The
most essential knowledge, which a Muslim should seek before everything else, is
the correct understanding of reality and the teachings of Islam, for upon this
knowledge all his life and deeds depends. This has been the reason that the word
“read” was firmly attached to the name of Allah (swt) and His creation.
However, secular knowledge is also important and should not be neglected. The
two branches of knowledge of spiritual matters and of the world’s life should be
3
.ِِصحيح
ْ ِْق،٣٦٤٣ِ:ِِّقَِْا ْْلْغيث،
ِ ْسبِا ْْلْ ا-١ِ،َْ ِِماْمبِاخْع-٢٦ِ:ِدارْد
ْ ِمَِِْ ِْب
ْ َملِا ْْْخْْمِن
ْ اِحغيث
ْ ِل ْق:
ْ َْ ثِ ْ ْىِطْْبِاخْع

3

studied and mastered side by side each supplementing and complementing the
other. However, there are various types of knowledge inspired by Satan which
Muslims are not permitted to learn or engage in, such as magic, fortune-telling,
gambling or anything related to immorality, or wickedness. A Muslim is also
assuredly allowed to acquire the knowledge of science, technology, and the like
from non-Muslim sources, but he is not permitted to acquire together with this
knowledge the values and behavior which are not ruled by a strict sense of
accountability to Allah (swt). Rather, he is to subject whatever practical and
scientific knowledge he acquires to the Islamic criteria and value-system, to apply
whatever is appropriate and beneficial toward the building of an Islamic society
governed by the laws of Allah (swt) in all aspects of life. He leaves alone whatever
is not appropriate. It is also a duty of those who have knowledge to impart it to the
others. Thus, the diffusion and search for knowledge becomes a religious duty and
an act of worship provided that is attached to the knowledge of Allah (swt).
We pray Allah (swt) that He guides us to follow the teaching of the Holy Qur'an
and the Sunnah of Prophet Muhammad (saws) in our daily life, and give us success
in this world and the Hereafter.
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